
We, i,,Ie unders igned  wish t o  make a s t rong  aupea l  t o  

t h e  Soviet  Government t h a t  i t  should  l o o k  i n t o  the  case  of 

A.J. BERDIC’rEVSKY, wile nas been i n  p r i son  s i n c e  April- 3936. 

dis wife ,  FREDA UTLEY, has been unable t o  ob ta in  any s a t i s -  

f a c t o r y  informat ion a s  t o  what offence he i s  supposed t o  

have committed, a l though she made con t inua l  e f f o r t s  t o  do 

s o  while i n  R~oscow in June and July 1936. Nor has she 

once been allowed t o  see h i m  s ince  his a r r e s t ,  o r  even t o  

rece-ive l e t t e r s  f r o n  h i m ;  

t r a n s f e r r e d  subsequent ly  t o  m o t h e r  p r i son  camp a t :  

Vorkuta Hudnik, ‘Severni  W o n ,  Sopkyma Rignuk, Cebepkon Kpoi, 

where he wa r bel-ng condemned, withou i a l ,  t o  

f i v e  yea r s  imprisonment , she has rece ived  only two pos tcards  

and not  a s i i ig le  l e t t e r .  

- 

Since he has been a t  U s %  Usya, 

Herdichevsky had never been a member of the’Communist 

P a r t y ,  b u t  had belonged t o  the  Bund before  t h e  Revolution. 

lie was an o l d  emigrant who h a d  gone abroad be fo re  %he war ,  

bu t  who in  1920 gave up guc ra t ive  employment i n  t h e  U . S . A .  

i n  order t o  work f o r  t h e  Soviet  Government. From 1920, 

wrlen he joined Arcos i n  London, 

held  r e spons ib l s  g o s i t i o n s  a s  a 

commerce under t he  Coiamissariat 

w e l l  known t o  one of our number 

o f  t h e  “New Statesman and Nation” and l e c t u r e r  a t  tile London 
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Scnool  of  Economics, who v i s i t e d  h5m and Freda Ut l ey  i n  

Koscow s e v e r a l  t i i n e s  and considered Berdichevskg tile p a t t e r n  

of a l o y a l  and devoted c i v i l  servant .  iie was completely 

a l o o f  from f r a c t i o n  o r  any kind of s e d i t i o n  o r  i n ty igue ,  

wnol ly  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  nis work f o r  t h e  Soviet  S t a t e  and a 

s taunch suppor te r  o f  i t s  e s t  ebl i d l e d .  government . 
Freda Ut ley  was obl iged t o  l eave  t h e  U.S.S.R. i n  July 

1936, her husband was s t i l l  under examination, on account 

of t h e  p u b l l c a t i o n  i n  England of her  l a a t  book, " Japan 's  

Feet of Clay". She has Seen compelled t o  remain here  t o  

ea rn  a l i v i n g  f o r  herself and her  s m a l l  son. Although all 

t h i s  long t i m e  she nas n o t  writken o r  s a i d  anything whtch 

could be ob jec ted  t t h e  Soviet  Go rnment, srle has  no t  

been ab le  t o  avoid l e t t i n g  ner f r iends  know i n  confidence 

, I  

o f  her husband's imprisonment. It was n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  kler 

t o  s t a r t  l i v i n g  and working i n  England aga in  a f t e r  an absence 

o f  seven years,-T,vithout explaining shy she was no  longer  

l i v i n g  i n  ~!OSCOW with her h s b a n d .  l-ier f r i e n d s  nave n a t u r a l l y  

been d- isquieted by these events ,  e 

Ut ley  i s  well known t h i s  country  a s  a Ler t  

s-peakw, It w01~3.d be very r e g r e t  

and, we a r e  convinced, u m e r i t e d  m 

i n f  h e n c e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  

t h e  Far E a s t ,  were t o  be 5.n any way impaired. 

Freda Ut l ey  i s  t n e  daugflter o f  an o l d  socialist, ' $ 4 . ~ .  
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Utley, who was a pioneer i n  t h e  movement i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s  

of l a s t  century. de s9oke severa l  times from the  same 

platform as Engels, was a r r e s t e d  as  one of  the  speakers 

i n  the  g r e a t  dock s t r i k e  of  t h a t  period, and i n  general  

played a prominent p a r t  as  8 s o c i a l i s t  propagandist. Freda 

Utleg was brought up as a keen s o c i a l i s t  and was a member 

o f  the  I . L . P .  f rom t h e  time when she went t o  t h e  Universi ty  

u l n t i l  she joined t h e  Communist P a r t y  i n  1928, a f t e r  a v i s i t  

t o  the U.S.S.R.  a s  Vice-president of t h e  Universi ty  Labour 

Federation. 

pa r tu re  f r o m  'England Chairman of  the London Universi ty  

Labour Party,  and as  such, as wal l  a s  through her wr i t ings ,  

Slle was fo? seve ra l  years  p r i o r  t o  ller de- 

was wel l  known t o  many of  the  m o s t  prominent Left Wing 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h i s  country.. 

H e r  r ecen t  book, "Japan's Feet of  Clay".-, has had a 

sensa t iona l  success botn i n  t h i s  country and i n  t h e  U.S.A., 

and has a l ready considerably inf'l 

t he  Far Eas te rn  s i t u a t i o n .  Tile reviews w h i  

and f rom w M c h  we append a few e x t r a c t s ,  

The only objec t ion  taken t o  t h e  b o o  

pra ised  it  h ighly  i s  ti-lat i t  i s  " a tone of  

d e f i n i t e  h o s t i l i t y  t o  Japan and fr iness  t o  Soviet  

e r s  who have 

Russia". Trle book has already been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Chinese, 

Po:lish and Swedish ( a l s o  Freude Dee. 1937) and otLler t r ans-  

lakions  a r e  being arranged. Severa l  Chinese papers  klave  
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sa id  t h a t  the book will hear ten  China t o , r e s i s t  'Japan 

by a l l a y i n g  he r  exaggerated f e a r s  of that count ry ,  

it have been reproduced i n  s e r i a l  

i n  chtnese newspapers. 

-Miss Ut ley ' s  current w r i t  on t h e  Far Eastern 

s i t u a t i o n  $should do mu& t o  revent  t h e  threatened r e v i v a l  

of some kind of Anglo-Japanese a l l i ance .  

All t h e  undersigned -a re  c lose  f r i e n d  ey ' s  

andithey f i n d  i t  hard t o ,  see  a osb  writ-ix s o  

va luab l e  i n  Wle present  i n t e r n  

well  known, su f fe r ing  from t h e  of what we c 

b u t  f e e l  c e r t a i n  i s  a miscarr iage of j u s t i c e .  Qu 

apart  from ou personal sympathy f o r  Freda Utley, we m o u l d  

be much re l i eved  i n  our minds i f  t h i s  a f f a i r ,  w k c n  i f  

known, would be bound t o  create rnisglvings even am0 

those most  f r i e n d l y  t o  t h e  U.S.S.R., were c l e a r e  

We a r e  confident t h a t  i f  t h e  matter  i s  

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  the  highest  a u t h o r i t  

be set  a t  liberty and re- 

Signed by :llAROLD J 
KINGSLEY VARTIN. 
C .H .  LLOYD. 
BXRTEAND RUSSELL. 

Separate  appea l s  signed by : 
SIDNEY Ed BXBTRICE '&EBB. 
BERNARD S nAW. 




